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One of the ways we show the world we
take our values seriously is to live by them,
ourselves. Our Nation cherishes freedom,
but we do not own it. While it is the birth-
right of every American, it is also the equal
promise of the religious believer in southern
Sudan or an Iraqi farmer in the Tigress Valley
or of a child born in China today. We help
fulfill that promise not by lecturing the world
but by leading it.

Precisely because America is powerful, we
must be sensitive about expressing our power
and influence. Our goal is to patiently build
the momentum of freedom, not create re-
sentment for America itself. We pursue our
goals; we will listen to others; we want strong
friends to join us, not weak neighbors to
dominate. In all our dealings with other na-
tions, we will display the modesty of true con-
fidence and strength.

Finally, Ronald Reagan understood that
the advance of freedom depends on Amer-
ican strength. We must have a military that
is second to none and that includes a Navy
that is second to none.

As has been mentioned, for the last 60
years, every President has had to ask, ‘‘Where
are the carriers?’’ None has ever been dis-
appointed by the Navy’s response. Just a few
weeks ago, I asked the same question and
called upon the Harry S. Truman in the Per-
sian Gulf. Ronald Reagan built the military
of today, the military that keeps our peace,
but we cannot live forever on that legacy.
Our challenge is to build a military that will
deter and win the wars of the future.

Almost 20 years ago, President Reagan
made his first visit to an aircraft carrier, the
U.S.S. Constellation. He told the sailors how
grateful America was that they were there
as a powerful force in an uncertain world.
One hundred thousand tons of American
power, you see over here, will carry forward
this proud tradition. In fact, in 2 years, the
Reagan will actually replace U.S.S. Constella-
tion.

What you don’t see is what’s different be-
tween those two magnificent vessels. The is-
land on the Reagan’s main deck is almost the
same height as that of its predecessors, but
it has one less level. The empty space will
be filled with cables that will tie the ship into
a vast network that connects information and

weapons in new ways. This will revolutionize
the Navy’s ability to project American power
over land and sea, assuring access for all our
forces wherever our vital interests are threat-
ened.

These new capabilities are the future of
our military, not just the Navy but of all our
services. It is a future where a revolution in
technology will change the face of war, itself.
We’ll keep the peace by redefining the terms
of war. We’ll change our military, yet we will
never forget that America’s strength ulti-
mately depends on the courage and spirit of
the men and women who wear the uniform.

Nearly half our ships are at sea right now.
One-third are forward-deployed overseas,
taking their crew away from family and the
comforts of home. In our sleep we don’t
think about the enemies that the men and
women who wear the uniform deter, the
friends they reassure, the freedom in trade
they guarantee. Yet, we rest at night pro-
tected by the security they provide.

As President, Ronald Reagan understood
our duty to these brave Americans, and so
do I. Our men and women in uniform give
America their best, and we owe them our
support in return. These are the defining
qualities of Ronald Reagan: optimism, mod-
esty, and strength. They’re also the qualities
that will guide America in a new century.

So, today, the Ronald Reagan begins its
journey into the bright and peaceful dawn
that President Reagan helped to bring. All
of us here wish the ship Ronald Reagan God-
speed, and we wish Ronald Reagan God’s
blessings.

God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:52 p.m. at New-
port News Shipbuilding. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. James S. Gilmore III of Virginia;
William P. Fricks, chairman and chief executive
officer, Newport News Shipbuilding; and Admiral
Vernon E. Clark, USN, Chief of Naval Oper-
ations.

Statement on the Death
of James Rhodes
March 4, 2001

America and Ohio lost a great man today,
Governor Jim Rhodes. Laura and I share in

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 00:52 Mar 14, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD12MR01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004



401Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Mar. 5

this time of mourning with the people of
Ohio. Jim was a dedicated, honorable public
servant. His distinguished career included
representing Ohio and its people longer than
any other Governor in the State’s history.
Our thoughts and prayers are with his daugh-
ters, Suzanne and Sharon, and his entire fam-
ily.

Remarks at the Swearing-In
Ceremony for Joe M. Allbaugh as
Director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency
March 5, 2001

Thank you all very much. It’s an honor to
be here to swear in my friend. I first want
to say it’s a treat to see Mr. and Mrs.
Allbaugh from the great State of Oklahoma,
and his brother, most importantly, Diane and
Taylor. Thank you all for being here. Of
course, you wouldn’t have missed it. [Laugh-
ter]

When I was a Governor, Joe and I used
to travel a lot together, and a lot of times
people would come up and say, ‘‘Is he your
bodyguard?’’ [Laughter] He wasn’t, but I al-
ways felt a little safer when he was around.
And that’s the kind of man he is, and that’s
the kind of man I wanted to run FEMA.

When the worst happens anywhere in
America, I can assure you folks will be con-
fident when Joe Allbaugh arrives on the
scene. He’s not just a commanding presence,
or his stylish hair cut—[laughter]—it’s his
confidence, his character, and his calm when
trouble comes. This isn’t mere speculation.

Last Wednesday at 10:54 in the morning,
an earthquake rocked the State of Wash-
ington, injuring hundreds of people and caus-
ing billion dollars of property damage. By
11:30 that night, Joe Allbaugh was on the
scene ready to assist people in need. That’s
the kind of man he is.

I couldn’t have made it to Washington
without him. And I can’t tell you how hon-
ored I am that he has come to Washington
to serve his country.

We never know where FEMA will be
needed next, but we do know what makes
this Agency so effective: more than 2,000
dedicated employees all across America;

4,000 standby employees, ready if needed;
an ethic of professionalism and a willingness
to work with State and local officials to help
people in need.

As Governor I worked with FEMA offi-
cials. Joe and I have great respect for the
outgoing Director, James Lee Witt, and for
the acting Director, John Magaw. A lot of
change is needed in Washington, but in this
Agency the standards are already high. Every
year, many thousands of Americans live
through floods and hurricanes and fires. They
know from personal experience that FEMA
is an example of the Federal Government
at its best. And I’ll tell you from personal
experience that FEMA has a new Director
that speaks to America at its best.

When he acts, he’ll have my full con-
fidence. When he speaks, it will inspire con-
fidence in others. This Agency is in strong
and steady hands. Joe will be at the White
House many times in the next few years. In
the nature of his job, they won’t always be
the happiest of times. But Joe will help
Americans deal with the worst in the best,
most compassionate way possible.

Thank you for accepting this responsibility.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in the
Columbia Room at the Holiday Inn Capitol At
The Smithsonian. In his remarks, he referred to
Director Allbaugh’s parents, Marvin and Peggy,
his brother, Jay, wife, Diane, and daughter, Tay-
lor. The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of Di-
rector Allbaugh.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters
March 5, 2001

Santana High School Shootings
The President. Before I talk about the

business at hand here, I want to say how sad-
dened we all are to know that two students
lost their lives in southern California, others
have been injured, in a disgraceful act of
cowardice.

When America teaches their children right
from wrong and teaches values to respect life
and the values that respect life in our coun-
try, our country will be better off.
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